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; e are sailing between the diving He turns to a dive staff team member who

| Wareas of “Inglis Shoal” (Sea immediately exclaims: “That’s an orcal” They
f Mountain) and “Zero Fighter” when change the course of our boat towards the

' Stefan notices a giant tailfin about 200 metres ~ huge tailfin. We approach the pod of orcas as

from our boat. they swim fast from the east to meet us on the
starboard side of our boat.

‘ j It is a pod of six orcas

- two large ones, three of
medium size and a juvenile.
Now the orcas begin to
dive underneath our boat

in different formations, time
and time again, over several
minutes. We can’t believe it
but we are all very excited!

We begin to take pictures

of the orcas with our digital
cameras. Their heads break
the water many times directly
next to the boat.

After about five minutes,
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| jump into the water with my underwater
camera.

An inquisitive group of orcas swims directly

past me. The pod leaves and swims

northwards (towards Cape Campbell and Lake

Dakataua). We follow them slowly in our boat. Three orcas taking a breath,

Orea as seen from the boat.

When your valued‘cLients consume an oceap J% fuel each day
- these vehicles are life savers!:

.

!””!.. -

MOUNTAIN
TRANSPORT

When you're operating a mine site at the end of a muddy We are the only long-haul company operating
track, some 7ookm from any major infrastructure and relying within PNG carrying full insurance for dangerous
on the 24 hour supply of diesel and jet A1 fuel across some goods and Mass Accreditation Certification )
of the most inhospitable and rugged terrain found anywhere - all operating from three ISO 9001-2000 A

in the world - you don't want to be running on empty. Quality Assured comprehensive maintenance

At IPI Mountain Transport we know only too well the extreme andlogistics faCIlIt.IES. Which is why our cligiits "
rely on IPI Mountain Transport to keep them running.

conditions many of our valued clients have to operate in. Complnce At
Who are you relying on?

HOTCROC 2604B

QUALITY

iPi Mountain Transport Limited
P.0. Box 795 Lae 411, Morobe Province, PNG. Ph: (+675) 475 1400 Fax: (+675) 475 1417 Email: iPiGroup@iPiGroup.com.pg www.iPiGroup.com.pg y

45




The second orca encounter

We watch the orcas occasionally surfacing
ahead of us. As we get closer, the dive staff
members begin to assemble the outriggers
for the dolphin nets. This special construction,
developed by Max Benjamin of the Walindi

Plantation Resort, was actually designed for
watching dolphins.

Fully mounted, the coarsely meshed nets can
be used by two people on either side of the
boat to hold on to at slow speed. Stefan and
Maria were on one side while a buddy from

Orca close-up.

the dive staff and | were on
the other side. Now, four orcas
approach us fast from straight
ahead, emerging from a depth
of several metres to about 1.5
metres. They swim around us
quite closely for a while and
then the pod dives off and
disappears.

The third orca
encounter

We are following the orcas
slowly northwards. We are
scanning the surface of the sea
very closely across the bow and
towards starboard and port. |
am standing at the stern ready
to jump in - mask, snorkel and
camera, all ready.

After a while, | turn around and
to my astonishment, | see a
huge orca tailfin behind me in
the wake of the boat. We are actually being
followed by orcas! | shout, “behind”. The crew
members turn off the engine. | jump into the
water, followed by Stefan and Maria, to get
closer to the large orcas behind the boat.

The whole pod approaches me (us) one more
time. They linger near the boat for quite a
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while. It is only then that they finally
disappeared into the deep blue of the Orca close-up.
open water of Kimbe Bay. We keep

snorkelling around the boat for a short

while before we resume the trip £
I |2 FACT BOx

to the diving area “Zero Fighter”.
® Thomas Kuhn lives in Darmstadt, D The orca (Orcinyg orca) is a

Germany. He is a senior information
researcher in charge of research

on Asia at a large development
bank. Thomas Kuhn has been a
passionate diver since 1989 and
started underwater photography. in

whale spegieg also known b
'the name of “kjjjgr Whale” lty
{s a.member of the dO’Dhl'l:]
famity (’Delphinidae) and
belgngs to the sub-family
Orcininae. jis average length

1999. '
9 is §.5 to 9.8 Metres ang can
Weigh between 26andg

Four orcas swimming away.
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